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SEMINAR PRESENTATION 
 
The Research Centre for Education and the Labour Market (ROA) has recently carried out a study 
for the European Commission to provide insight in how employers evaluate higher education (HE) 
graduates’ employability.  
In particular the study aims to provide answers to the following research questions: 
 

 What are the major trends on the labour market for HE graduates and how do these trends 
impact the skills that HE graduates are supposed to have? How will the skill needs develop 
in the next decade? 

 What are the key characteristics that employers look at when they recruit HE graduates? 
Are these characteristics comparable across countries and across occupational fields? 

 What are the skills that graduates should possess in order to be employable? Are these 
skills comparable across countries and across occupational fields? 

 How can HEIs best enable students to develop employable profiles? What are the 
dilemmas that HEIs face when improving employability? 

 How can employers contribute to improve the employability of graduates? How can 
cooperation with HEIs be improved? 

 

In the seminar I will present the main conclusions and policy implications of the study. 
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